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Chapter 6: The Skeletal System Answer Key

Welcome to the definitive answer key for Chapter 6: The Skeletal System . Whether you’re a high �school biology

student, a prep �test taker, or a teacher looking for a reliable reference, this comprehensive guide will help you

master the material covered in the textbook. The key is organized into clear sections—multiple choice, short

answer, diagram labeling, and conceptual questions—so you can quickly locate the information you need. Use this

as a study aid, a teaching resource, or a quick review before exams.

Why This Answer Key Matters

Understanding the skeletal system is foundational to biology, anatomy, and physiology. It not only supports the

body’s structure but also protects vital organs, facilitates movement, and plays a critical role in mineral storage and

blood cell production. A solid grasp of Chapter 6 concepts will strengthen your overall biology knowledge and

prepare you for advanced studies in health sciences.

In this answer key, each response is accompanied by a brief explanation to reinforce learning and provide context.

Feel free to revisit the explanations if you need a deeper understanding of any topic.

Chapter Overview

Before diving into the answers, let’s recap the key themes of Chapter 6:

•  Bone Anatomy and Function – Types of bones, bone composition, and the role of bone marrow.

•  Bone Development and Remodeling – The processes of ossification, growth plates, and the dynamic balance 

of osteoblasts and osteoclasts.

•  The Axial and Appendicular Skeleton – Major bones of the skull, rib cage, vertebral column, and limbs.

•  Joint Types and Movements – Classification of joints and their mechanical properties.

•  Common Skeletal Disorders – Osteoporosis, rickets, osteogenesis imperfecta, and other bone diseases.

With this context in mind, let’s examine the answer key for each question type.

Multiple Choice Questions

Below are the answers to the multiple choice section of Chapter 6, followed by concise explanations.

1.  What type of bone is the femur? A. Long bone

2.  Which cells are responsible for bone formation? B. Osteoblasts

3.  What is the primary function of the epiphyseal plate? A. Longitudinal growth

4.  Which joint type allows the greatest range of motion? C. Ball-and-socket

5.  Where is red bone marrow found? B. Spongy bone of flat bones

6.  What mineral is most abundant in bone? A. Calcium

7.  Which condition results from a lack of vitamin D? C. Rickets

8.  What is the main function of cartilage in the joint? B. Reduce friction

9.  Which bone is part of the axial skeleton? A. Vertebra

10.  What is the role of osteoclasts? B. Resorb bone tissue



Short Answer Questions

These answers provide brief but comprehensive responses to the short answer prompts. For each, a short

explanation follows to reinforce the concept.

1.  Describe the structure of a typical long bone.

Bone remodeling involves a coordinated cycle where osteoclasts resorb old bone, and osteoblasts lay down new

bone matrix. This process maintains bone strength, repairs micro �damage, and regulates calcium levels in the

bloodstream.

Synovial joints (e.g., shoulder) allow free movement. Fibrous joints (e.g., sutures in the skull) are immovable.

Cartilaginous joints (e.g., intervertebral discs) allow limited movement.

Red marrow produces red blood cells, white blood cells, and platelets. Yellow marrow stores fat and can convert to

red marrow under certain conditions.

Osteogenesis imperfecta is a genetic disorder characterized by brittle bones due to defective collagen production,

leading to fractures and bone deformities.

Diagram Labeling

Label the following skeletal structures. The key below matches each label to the correct part of the diagram.

•  1. Diaphysis – The shaft of the bone.

•  2. Epiphysis – The enlarged ends of the bone.

•  3. Medullary Cavity – The central cavity containing marrow.

•  4. Growth Plate (Epiphyseal Plate) – Cartilaginous layer between epiphysis and diaphysis.

•  5. Periosteum – The outer fibrous membrane covering the bone.

•  6. Endosteum – The inner lining of the medullary cavity.

•  7. Articular Cartilage – Smooth cartilage covering bone ends in a joint.

•  8. Trabeculae – The lattice structure of spongy bone.

Conceptual Questions

These questions require a deeper analysis of the skeletal system. Answers are followed by explanatory notes.

1.  Discuss how bone density changes with age and the factors influencing this process.

The axial skeleton, composed of the skull, vertebral column, and rib cage, contains primarily long, dense bones

that provide stability and protect vital organs. The appendicular skeleton consists of limb bones that are lighter and

more flexible, designed for movement.

Osteoblasts synthesize new bone matrix and secrete collagen, while osteoclasts break down bone tissue by

secreting acids and enzymes. Their coordinated activity maintains bone integrity and calcium homeostasis.

Vitamin D enhances calcium absorption in the gut. Deficiency leads to hypocalcemia, stimulating parathyroid

hormone release, which increases bone resorption and can cause rickets in children or osteomalacia in adults.

Endochondral ossification begins with a cartilage model, followed by vascular invasion, cartilage calcification,

osteoblast invasion, and bone deposition. This process forms most long bones.

Glossary of Key Terms



Below is a concise glossary of essential terms from Chapter 6, useful for quick reference.

•  Osteoid – Unmineralized bone matrix secreted by osteoblasts.

•  Trabecular Bone – Spongy bone found at the ends of long bones and in flat bones.

•  Compact Bone – Dense, solid bone tissue that forms the outer layer.

•  Synovial Fluid – Lubricating fluid within synovial joints.

•  Cartilage – Elastic connective tissue that reduces friction in joints.

•  Osteoclast – Multinucleated cell that resorbs bone.

•  Osteoblast – Cell that produces bone matrix.

•  Epiphysis – End part of a long bone, usually wider than the shaft.

•  Diaphysis – The shaft of a long bone.

•  Periosteum – Dense connective tissue covering bone.

Tips for Mastering Chapter 6

Here are actionable strategies to help you internalize the skeletal system concepts:

1.  Use Flashcards – Create cards for bone types, joint classifications, and key cellular functions.

2.  Draw Diagrams – Practice labeling bone structures to reinforce spatial memory.

3.  Relate to Real Life – Think about everyday activities (e.g., walking, lifting) and how joints and bones 

collaborate.

4.  Teach Someone Else – Explaining concepts to a peer solidifies your understanding.

5.  Review Clinical Correlations – Understanding disorders like osteoporosis ties anatomy to health outcomes.

Conclusion

By reviewing the chapter 6 the skeletal system answer keyand the accompanying explanations, you now have a

robust framework for understanding bone anatomy, function, and pathology. Use this resource as a study aid,

reference guide, or teaching tool to deepen your grasp of the skeletal system. Mastery of these concepts will not

only prepare you for exams but also lay a strong foundation for future studies in biology, medicine, and allied health

fields.

Happy studying, and may your bones stay strong!
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