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Unlocking Chapter 7 AP Statistics: Your Guide to Test Answers and Mastery

AP Statistics is renowned for its blend of conceptual depth and real �world application. Among its many chapters, 

Chapter 7 – Statistical Inference stands out as the gateway to hypothesis testing, confidence intervals, and the 

art of drawing conclusions from data. Whether you’re a student preparing for the AP exam or a teacher designing 

review sessions, having reliable chapter 7 AP statistics test answerscan be the difference between a solid score

and a missed opportunity.

This comprehensive guide dives deep into Chapter 7, offering clear explanations, practical strategies, and sample

solutions that mirror the style of actual test questions. We’ll explore the core concepts, dissect typical exam

problems, and provide step �by �step walkthroughs that can be applied to any test scenario. By the end, you’ll not only

know how to find the right answer but also why that answer is correct, giving you confidence for the AP exam and

beyond.

What Is Chapter 7 About?

Chapter 7 focuses on Statistical Inference, the process of making decisions or predictions about a population

based on sample data. It introduces the tools and techniques that allow us to quantify uncertainty and assess the

reliability of our conclusions. Key topics include:

•  Sampling Distributions – Understanding how sample statistics vary from sample to sample.

•  Standard Errors – Measuring the precision of sample estimates.

•  Confidence Intervals – Constructing ranges that likely contain the true population parameter.

•  Hypothesis Testing – Formulating and evaluating claims about population values.

•  p �Values and Significance Levels – Interpreting the evidence against a null hypothesis.

•  Effect Sizes and Practical Significance – Gauging the real �world impact of statistical findings.

Mastering these concepts is essential for tackling the AP Statistics exam, where you’ll encounter questions that test

both procedural knowledge and conceptual understanding.

Key Concepts and How They Relate to Test Answers

To answer Chapter 7 questions confidently, you must first internalize the underlying principles. Below is a quick

reference guide that ties each concept to common test formats.

Sampling Distributions & Standard Errors

On the exam, you’ll often see problems that ask you to determine the standard error of a mean or proportion.

Remember:

1.  For a mean: SE = <2�ò�!¦â�‡v†Vâ�Ã is known) or SE = s / "�n (when <2�—2�W7F–Ö�FVB’à

2.  For a proportion: SE = "�[p0"ƒ�!'��)/n].

Test answers usually require you to plug the correct values into these formulas, so double �check whether <0 or s is

given.



Confidence Intervals

Typical questions present a sample statistic and ask you to construct a 95% or 90% confidence interval. Use the

appropriate critical value (z* or t*) based on the sample size and whether the population standard deviation is

known. The general formula is:

CI = point estimate ± critical value × standard error.

When the exam asks for a range, ensure you round correctly to two decimal places and interpret the interval’s

meaning.

Hypothesis Testing

Hypothesis tests follow a standard structure:

1.  State the null (H €) and alternative (H •) hypotheses.

2.  Choose the significance level (;�’à

3.  Select the appropriate test statistic (z, t, <{"Â�÷"�b’à

4.  Calculate the test statistic and/or p �value.

5.  Make a decision: Reject H € or fail to reject H €.

On the AP exam, you’ll often need to decide whether to reject H € based on a critical value comparison or a p �value

threshold. Pay attention to whether the alternative hypothesis is one �tailed or two �tailed.

Effect Size and Practical Significance

Beyond statistical significance, the exam may ask whether an observed effect is practically meaningful. Common

effect size measures include Cohen’s d, odds ratios, and risk differences. Understanding how to interpret these will

help you answer questions that go beyond p �values.

Common Exam Questions & Sample Answers

Below are representative problems you might encounter, along with concise answers and explanations. These

examples illustrate the typical format of Chapter 7 AP Statistics test questions.

Example 1: Constructing a Confidence Interval

Question:A random sample of 40 students yields a mean GPA of 3.25 with a standard deviation of 0.30. Construct

a 95% confidence interval for the population mean GPA.

Answer:Using the t �distribution (n = 40, degrees of freedom = 39) with a 95% confidence level, t* "H 2.023. The

standard error is SE = 0.30 / "�40 "H 0.0474. Thus, the interval is:

CI = 3.25 ± 2.023 × 0.0474 = 3.25 ± 0.096 "H (3.15, 3.35).

Interpretation: We are 95% confident that the true mean GPA lies between 3.15 and 3.35.

Example 2: Hypothesis Test for a Mean

Question:A company claims that its new training program increases average sales per employee to at least

$5,000. A sample of 25 employees after training shows a mean sales of $4,800 with a standard deviation of $500.

Test the claim at ;��óÒ�ó�ã�Rà

Answer: 

  H €: ;Â�Ò�RÃ����†æò�–×�&ðvement). H •: ;Â�



  ;��Ò��ã�Rà

  t = (4,800 – 5,000) / (500 / "�25) = ("�200) / 100 = "�2.0.

  Critical t* for df /= /24 at ;��óÒ�ó�ã�R�†öæR��F�–ÆVB’�—2�!#�ãs��à

  Since "�2.0 

Example 3: p �Value Calculation

Question:In a study of 200 participants, 120 reported using a new health app. Test whether the app’s usage rate

is significantly greater than 50% at ;��óÒ�ó�ã��à

Answer: 

  H €: p = 0.50. H •: p > 0.50 (one �tailed).

  Observed p0"�Ò��#�ó#���Ò��ãc�à

  SE = "�[0.5 × 0.5 / 200] = 0.0354.

  z = (0.60 – 0.50) / 0.0354 "H 2.83.

  p �value = 1 – :bƒ"ãƒ2’�$‚��ã��#2à

  Since 0.0023 

Example 4: Effect Size Interpretation

Question:Two teaching methods produce mean test scores of 78 (n = 30) and 83 (n = 30), with a pooled standard

deviation of 5. Calculate Cohen’s d and interpret the effect size.

Answer: 

  Difference in means: 9B�Ò�ƒ2	b�s‚�Ò�Rà

  Cohen’s d = 9B�ò��ööÆVB�4B�Ò�R�ò�R�Ò��ã�à

Interpretation: A Cohen’s d of 1.0 indicates a large effect, suggesting that Method B has a practically significant

advantage over Method A.

Step �by �Step Problem �Solving Strategies

Success in Chapter 7 hinges on a systematic approach. Follow these steps for every problem:

1.  Read Carefully: Identify what the question asks—confidence interval, hypothesis test, or effect size.

2.  Gather Data: Extract all numerical values and determine whether population parameters are known.

3.  Select the Right Tool: Decide between z, t, <{"Â�÷"�b�&�6VB�öâ�F†R�66Væ� io.

4.  Compute the Test Statistic: Plug values into the appropriate formula.

5.  Find the Critical Value or p �Value: Use tables or technology.

6.  Make a Decision: Compare the test statistic to the critical value or evaluate the p �value relative to ;�à

7.  Interpret the Result: Translate the statistical decision into plain English.

Practicing this workflow will make solving Chapter 7 questions feel intuitive rather than intimidating.

Practice Problems with Answers

Below are five practice problems that cover a range of Chapter 7 topics. Try solving them before checking the

answers to test your understanding.

Problem 1 – Confidence Interval for a Proportion



A survey of 500 voters shows that 280 favor a new policy. Construct a 90% confidence interval for the true

proportion of voters who favor the policy.

Answer:p0 = 280/500 = 0.56. SE = "�[0.56 × 0.44 / 500] "H 0.0223. z* for 90% = 1.645. CI = 0.56 ± 1.645 × 0.0223 =

0.56 ± 0.0367 = (0.5233, 0.5967).

Problem 2 – Two �Sample t �Test

Two independent samples of heights (in cm) are taken: Sample A (n = 20) has mean 165 with s = 4; Sample B

(n /= /22) has mean 170 with s = 5. Test whether the mean height differs between the two groups at ;��óÒ�ó�ã�Rà

Answer: 

  H €: ;Â���Ò�¼ ‚. H •:
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