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Introduction

When you open chemistry notes chapter 9 stoichiometry, you encounter the fundamental bridge between

qualitative observations and quantitative predictions in chemistry. Stoichiometry is the backbone of modern

chemical practice, enabling scientists to predict how much product will form, how much reactant is needed, and

how to scale reactions from the laboratory to industrial production. This article dives deep into the concepts,

calculations, and real �world relevance of stoichiometry, providing a comprehensive guide for students and

professionals alike.

Core Concepts of Stoichiometry

What Is Stoichiometry?

Stoichiometry is the science of measuring the amounts of substances involved in chemical reactions. It relies on

the principle of conservation of mass: atoms are neither created nor destroyed during a chemical transformation.

By balancing chemical equations, chemists can quantify the relationships between reactants and products.

The Role of the Mole Concept

The mole is the SI unit that counts particles. One mole contains Avogadro’s number (6.022 × 10²³) of entities,

whether atoms, molecules, or ions. The mole concept allows chemists to translate between mass, volume, and

number of particles, forming the basis of all stoichiometric calculations.

The Mole Concept and Molar Mass

Defining Molar Mass

Molar mass is the mass of one mole of a substance, expressed in grams per mole (g mol {¹). It is numerically equal to

the atomic or molecular weight of the substance in atomic mass units (amu). For example, the molar mass of water

(H ‚O) is 18.015 /g /mol {¹.

Converting Between Mass and Moles

To convert a mass to moles, divide the mass by the molar mass:

1.  Identify the molar mass of the substance.

2.  Divide the given mass by this molar mass.

3.  The result is the number of moles.

Example: 10 /g of sodium chloride (NaCl) corresponds to 10 /g // /58.44 /g /mol {¹ /= /0.171 /mol.

Converting Between Moles and Molecules

Use Avogadro’s number to move between moles and individual particles:

•  Number of molecules /= /moles /× /6.022 /× /10²³.

•  Moles /= /number of molecules // /6.022 /× /10²³.

Balanced Chemical Equations



Why Balance Matters

A balanced equation reflects the conservation of mass and charge. Each element appears the same number of

times on both sides of the reaction arrow. Without a balanced equation, stoichiometric calculations would be

meaningless.

Steps to Balance an Equation

1.  Write the skeleton equation.

2.  Count the atoms of each element on both sides.

3.  Adjust coefficients to equalize the counts.

4.  Verify that all elements and charges are balanced.

Example: Balancing the combustion of methane:

Unbalanced: CH „ + O ‚ !’ CO ‚ + H ‚O

Balanced: CH „ + 2 /O ‚ !’ CO ‚ + 2 /H ‚O

Using Mole Ratios

Once the equation is balanced, the coefficients become mole ratios. These ratios are the key to converting

between reactants and products. For instance, in the balanced methane combustion equation, 1 mol of CH „ reacts

with 2 /mol of O ‚ to produce 1 /mol of CO ‚ and 2 /mol of H ‚O.

Stoichiometric Calculations

From Mass to Product Mass

To determine the mass of a product formed from a given mass of reactant, follow these steps:

1.  Convert the reactant mass to moles.

2.  Use the mole ratio to find the moles of product.

3.  Convert the product moles back to mass using its molar mass.

Example: How many grams of CO ‚ are produced when 5 /g of methane is burned? 5 /g // /16.04 /g /mol {¹ /= /0.312 /mol CH „. 

Using the ratio 1 /mol CH „ /: /1 /mol CO ‚, we get 0.312 /mol CO ‚. Multiply by 44.01 /g /mol {¹ to obtain 13.73 /g CO ‚.

From Product to Required Reactant

When you know the desired product amount, reverse the calculation: determine how much of each reactant is

needed.

Limiting Reactant Determination

In real reactions, reactants may be present in unequal amounts. The limiting reactant is the one that is completely

consumed first, thereby limiting product formation. To find it:

1.  Calculate the theoretical moles of product each reactant could produce.

2.  Identify the reactant that yields the smallest amount of product.

3.  That reactant is the limiting one.

Limiting Reactants and Excess

Calculating Excess Reactant Mass

Once the limiting reactant is known, you can compute the amount of excess reactant remaining after the reaction:



•  Find the moles of excess reactant consumed using the mole ratio.

•  Subtract this from the initial moles of excess reactant.

•  Convert the remaining moles back to mass.

Practical Example

Suppose 10 /g of Na ‚CO ƒ reacts with 5 /g of HCl. The balanced equation is:

Na ‚CO ƒ + 2 /HCl !’ 2 /NaCl + CO ‚ + H ‚O

Convert masses to moles: Na ‚CO ƒ = 10 g / 105.99 g mol {¹ = 0.094 mol; HCl = 5 g / 36.46 g mol {¹ = 0.137 mol. The

stoichiometric ratio requires 2 mol HCl per 1 mol Na ‚CO ƒ. For 0.094 mol Na ‚CO ƒ, 0.188 mol HCl would be needed, but

only 0.137 /mol is available. Therefore, HCl is the limiting reactant, and Na ‚CO ƒ is in excess.

Percent Yield and Theoretical Yield

Theoretical Yield

Theoretical yield is the maximum amount of product that could form from a given amount of limiting reactant,

assuming 100 /% conversion. It is calculated using stoichiometric relationships.

Percent Yield

Percent yield = (actual yield ÷ theoretical yield) × 100 %. It reflects the efficiency of a real reaction. Lower yields

indicate losses due to side reactions, incomplete conversion, or experimental errors.

Example Calculation

If 5 /g of a reactant theoretically yields 8 /g of product, but only 6 /g is isolated, percent yield = (6 /g // /8 /g) /× /100 /% /= /75 /%.

Common Conversion Challenges

Unit Conversions

Stoichiometry often requires converting between grams, moles, milliliters (for gases at standard temperature and

pressure), and even liters. Always double-check units before performing calculations.

Handling Gas Equations

For gases, use the ideal gas law (PV = nRT) or the standard molar volume (22.4 L mol {¹ at STP) to convert between

moles and volume. Remember that temperature and pressure deviations can significantly affect calculations.

Complex Molecules

When dealing with polymers or large biomolecules, consider the repeating unit and its molar mass. For example,

polyethylene (–CH ‚–CH ‚–) ™ has a repeating unit mass of 28.05 /g /mol {¹.

Step-by-Step Example Problems

Problem 1: Calculating Product Mass

How many grams of calcium carbonate (CaCO ƒ) form when 12 g of calcium chloride (CaCl ‚) reacts with excess

sodium carbonate (Na ‚CO ƒ)?

1.  Balanced equation: CaCl ‚ + Na ‚CO ƒ !’ CaCO ƒ + 2 /NaCl.

2.  Convert CaCl ‚ mass to moles: 12 /g // /110.98 /g /mol {¹ /= /0.108 /mol.

3.  Use the mole ratio 1 /mol CaCl ‚ /: /1 /mol CaCO ƒ to find product moles: 0.108 /mol.

4.  Convert moles of CaCO ƒ to mass: 0.108 /mol /× /100.09 /g /mol {¹ /= /10.81 /g.



Problem 2: Identifying the Limiting Reactant

Determine the limiting reactant when 20 /g of sulfuric acid (H ‚SO „) reacts with 30 /g of sodium hydroxide (NaOH).

1.  Balanced equation: H ‚SO „ + 2 /NaOH !’ Na ‚SO „ + 2 /H ‚O.

2.  Convert masses to moles: H ‚SO „ = 20 /g // /98.08 /g /mol {¹ /= /0.204 /mol; NaOH = 30 /g // /40.00 /g /mol {¹ /= /0.750 /mol.

3.  Stoichiometry requires 1 /mol H ‚SO „ per 2 /mol NaOH. For 0.204 /mol H ‚SO „, 0.408 /mol NaOH would be needed, 

but 0.750 /mol is available.

4.  Thus, H ‚SO „ is the limiting reactant.

Problem 3: Percent Yield
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