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Introduction: Discovering the Cherub Class A

When you think of a sailboat that blends classic elegance with modern performance, the cherub class a

immediately comes to mind. This distinctive vessel is celebrated for its sleek lines, thoughtful layout, and

exceptional handling on both coastal waters and open seas. Whether you are a seasoned sailor looking for a new

challenge or a novice eager to explore the joys of sailing, the Cherub Class A offers a compelling combination of

style, comfort, and versatility.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive deep into everything you need to know about the Cherub Class A. From its

design heritage and technical specifications to real �world performance and maintenance tips, you’ll gain a thorough

understanding of why this boat has earned a reputation among sailing enthusiasts worldwide.

1. The Legacy of the Cherub Class A

1.1 Origins and Design Philosophy

The Cherub Class A was conceived in the early 2000s by renowned naval architect John D. Marlowe, who sought

to create a small cruiser that could comfortably accommodate a family while still delivering a spirited sailing

experience. The design draws inspiration from classic 19th �century yachts but incorporates contemporary materials

and construction techniques to achieve an optimal balance between performance and durability.

Key design philosophies include:

•  Lightweight Construction: Use of advanced composite materials reduces hull weight, enabling faster 

acceleration and easier handling.

•  Balanced Sail Plan: A carefully tuned sail area maximizes power without overwhelming the crew, making it 

ideal for both beginners and experienced sailors.

•  Comfortable Interior: The layout prioritizes natural light, spaciousness, and ergonomic placement of amenities.

1.2 Evolution Through the Years

Since its debut, the Cherub Class A has undergone several refinements. Minor hull tweaks improved

hydrodynamics, while interior upgrades introduced more modern fixtures and energy �efficient systems. Each

iteration has stayed true to the original vision: a versatile, user �friendly sailboat that feels like home on the water.

2. Technical Specifications

2.1 Hull and Construction

The Cherub Class A features a monohull built from a high �strength epoxy resin and carbon fiber composite. This

construction technique delivers:

•  Weight: 3,200 lbs (dry)

•  Length Overall (LOA): 23 ft

•  Beam: 8 ft 6 in

•  Draft: 3 ft 2 in with keel down, 1 ft 8 in with keel up

•  Displacement: 3,500 lbs (including equipment)



2.2 Rigging and Sail Plan

The rig is a fractional sloop with a mast height of 30 ft. The sail area is optimized for a wide range of wind

conditions:

•  Mainsail: 120 sq ft

•  Headsail (Jib): 60 sq ft

•  Spinnaker: 300 sq ft (optional)

•  Overall Sail Area: 180 sq ft

The rigging uses stainless steel standing rigging and a single �piece aluminum mast, ensuring low maintenance and

high reliability.

2.3 Interior Layout

Inside, the Cherub Class A offers a surprisingly spacious cabin for its size:

•  Sleeping Quarters: Two double berths and a convertible dinette that can be transformed into a third berth.

•  Galley: Full galley with a two �burner stove, sink, and a compact refrigerator.

•  Head: Separate head with a shower, toilet, and storage.

•  Natural Light: Large windows and a retractable awning enhance daylight penetration.

•  Ventilation: Opening ports and a roof vent keep the interior airy.

2.4 Performance Metrics

On the water, the Cherub Class A delivers a blend of speed and handling:

•  Hull Speed: 6.2 knots

•  Average Speed in Light Winds: 4.5 knots

•  Maximum Speed in Heavy Winds: 7.8 knots

•  Turnover Time (from tacking): 5 seconds

These figures illustrate the boat’s ability to maintain momentum while remaining manageable for a small crew.

3. Sailing Experience

3.1 Handling and Maneuverability

One of the standout qualities of the Cherub Class A is its responsive handling. The combination of a lightweight hull

and a well-balanced sail plan means that even a single-handed sailor can navigate tight marina entrances or

perform quick tacks without excessive effort.

Key handling features include:

•  Responsive rudder system with a dual �spool steering wheel.

•  Balanced tiller for precise control during maneuvers.

•  Low center of gravity due to the ballast arrangement, which reduces heeling.

3.2 Comfort on Extended Trips

For longer voyages, the Cherub Class A proves to be a comfortable companion. The cabin’s layout allows for ample

storage, and the galley’s compact design still offers all the essentials. The head’s separate compartment ensures

privacy, and the shower’s efficient water usage is perfect for day sails or overnight stays.

3.3 Safety Features

Safety is paramount on any sailboat, and the Cherub Class A incorporates several modern safety elements:



•  Integrated bilge pump with automatic shutdown.

•  Redundant winches and lines for critical systems.

•  Fire �resistant bulkheads and a small fire suppression system.

•  Life �jacket storage and a dedicated emergency signal system.

4. Comparative Analysis

4.1 Cherub Class A vs. Traditional 23 �ft Cruisers

When compared to other 23 �ft cruisers, the Cherub Class A offers several distinct advantages:

1.  Speed: The composite construction and optimized hull shape give it a speed advantage of up to 0.5 knots 

over traditional fiberglass models.

2.  Weight: At 3,200 lbs dry, it is lighter than most contemporaries, allowing for easier trailering and launching.

3.  Interior Space: Despite its compact size, the interior layout is more spacious due to the efficient use of space.

4.  Maintenance: Composite materials require less upkeep compared to traditional wood or fiberglass, reducing 

long �term costs.

4.2 Cherub Class A vs. Larger Cruisers

While it may not match the sheer size of larger cruisers, the Cherub Class A excels in:

•  Portability: Easy to trailer and launch from a standard driveway.

•  Learning Curve: Ideal for sailors transitioning from dinghies to keelboats.

•  Affordability: Lower purchase and operating costs make it accessible to a broader audience.

5. Purchasing Guidance

5.1 New vs. Used

Deciding between a brand �new Cherub Class A and a used model depends on your budget, desired features, and

how quickly you want to start sailing. New boats come with the latest updates and a full warranty, whereas used

models can offer significant savings if they are well maintained.

5.2 What to Inspect

•  Hull integrity: Look for cracks, delamination, or water ingress.

•  Rigging condition: Check for frayed lines or corrosion.

•  Interior fittings: Ensure that all cabinetry, plumbing, and electrical systems are functional.

•  Documentation: Verify that the boat’s history, maintenance records, and any upgrades are complete.

5.3 Financing Options

Many marine dealers offer financing plans tailored to boat purchases. Consider the following when exploring

financing:

•  Interest rates and loan terms.

•  Down payment requirements.

•  Insurance coverage and its impact on loan eligibility.

6. Maintenance and Upkeep

6.1 Routine Care

Regular maintenance ensures the Cherub Class A remains in top condition:

•  Weekly cleaning of the deck and hull to prevent algae buildup.



•  Monthly inspection of the rigging for wear and tear.

•  Quarterly checks of the bilge pump and electrical systems.

•  Seasonal storage preparation, including cleaning, drying, and covering the boat.

6.2 Long �Term Upgrades

Over time, you might consider upgrades such as:

•  Installing a modern navigation system (GPS, AIS).

•  Upgrading the sail inventory for different wind conditions.

•  Adding solar panels for off �grid power.

•  Replacing the outboard motor with a more efficient model.

7. Community and Resources

7.1 Owners’ Clubs

Joining an owners’ club can provide invaluable support, from troubleshooting to organizing group sails. The Cherub 

Owners Association hosts regular meet �ups, workshops, and a forum for sharing maintenance tips.

7.2 Online Forums and Reviews

Websites such as Sailboat Lab and Boat Traderfeature user reviews that give honest insights into real �world

performance and owner satisfaction. Engaging with these communities can help you stay informed about potential

issues and recommended parts.

8. Environmental Impact

8.1 Sustainable Materials

The Cherub Class A’s use of composite materials reduces the overall carbon footprint compared to traditional

wooden boats. Additionally, the boat’s efficient hull design minimizes drag, thereby reducing fuel consumption for

auxiliary engines.

8.2 Eco �Friendly Practices

Owners can adopt eco �friendly practices such as:

•  Using biodegradable soaps for cleaning.

•  Proper disposal of waste and chemicals.

•  Implementing a recycling program for onboard trash.

•  Choosing low �emission engines for auxiliary power.

Conclusion: Why the Cherub Class A Stands Out

The Cherub Class A embodies the perfect blend of classic charm, modern performance, and practical design. Its

lightweight construction, balanced sail plan, and spacious interior make it an excellent choice for sailors of all

levels. Whether you’re charting a leisurely coastal cruise, racing in a local regatta, or simply exploring new horizons,

the Cherub Class A delivers an engaging and reliable experience.

Investing in this vessel means investing in countless memorable moments on the water, backed by a community of

enthusiasts and a legacy of quality craftsmanship. If you’re ready to embark on a new sailing adventure, the Cherub

Class A awaits to turn your nautical dreams into reality.
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