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Citroën Saxo S: A Classic Compact Car That Still Turns Heads

The Citroën Saxo S is more than just a nostalgic name on a dusty garage shelf. When it first hit the market in the

mid �1990s, the Saxo S offered a blend of French flair, practical design, and spirited driving that appealed to a wide

range of motorists. Even today, the Saxo S remains a popular choice for enthusiasts looking for a lightweight, agile

car that’s easy to maintain and fun to drive. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore everything you need to know

about the Citroën Saxo S, from its origins and design philosophy to its performance, interior features, and how it

stacks up against its competitors.

Origins and Market Positioning

The Citroën Saxo S emerged as a response to the growing demand for affordable, fuel �efficient city cars in Europe.

Introduced in 1996, the Saxo was part of Citroën’s strategy to expand its lineup beyond the iconic 2CV and

Berlingo. The “S” designation indicated a sportier trim level, offering upgraded features such as a more powerful

engine, sport suspension, and distinctive styling cues.

Citroën positioned the Saxo S as a “compact car with a personality.” While its predecessor, the Saxo, was known

for its practicality, the S variant added a touch of sportiness without compromising the car’s core attributes. The

Saxo S was marketed across Europe, with strong sales in France, the UK, Germany, and the Netherlands. Its

competitive pricing and low running costs made it a popular choice for first �time buyers and commuters alike.

Design Philosophy and Exterior Features

Distinctive Styling

One of the most striking aspects of the Saxo S is its eye �catching exterior. The car features a sleek, aerodynamic

silhouette that was ahead of its time. The front fascia boasts a prominent grille, sharp headlamp lines, and a subtle

hood scoop that hints at its performance pedigree. The side profile is defined by a low stance, slightly flared wheel

arches, and a distinctive rear spoiler that adds a touch of aggression.

Materials and Build Quality

Citroën used a combination of high �strength steel and lightweight composites to keep the Saxo S’s curb weight low.

This construction approach not only improved fuel efficiency but also contributed to the car’s nimble handling. The

interior, while simple, was thoughtfully designed with ergonomics in mind. Soft-touch materials, a well �placed

steering wheel, and intuitive controls made the cabin comfortable for both short commutes and longer journeys.

Performance and Driving Experience

Engine Options

The Saxo S was available with several engine choices, most notably the 1.0 �liter three �cylinder petrol engine and the

1.4 �liter four �cylinder option. The 1.0 �liter engine produced around 50 horsepower, offering a lively yet efficient driving

experience. For those who desired a bit more punch, the 1.4 �liter variant delivered approximately 70 horsepower,

giving the Saxo S a respectable top speed of 140 mph.



Transmission and Handling

Customers could choose between a five �speed manual gearbox or a three �speed automatic. The manual

transmission, paired with the sport suspension, provided an engaging driving experience that appealed to

enthusiasts. The Saxo S’s lightweight chassis, coupled with its balanced weight distribution, made it a joy to

navigate through city streets and winding roads alike.

Fuel Efficiency and Emissions

One of the Saxo S’s biggest selling points was its impressive fuel economy. The 1.0 �liter engine achieved up to 55

miles per gallon (MPG) in combined driving, while the 1.4 �liter variant offered around 45 MPG. These figures made

the Saxo S an economical choice for daily commuting, especially in urban environments where fuel costs can add

up quickly.

Interior Comfort and Features

Seating and Space

Despite its compact size, the Saxo S offered surprisingly generous cabin space. The front seats were supportive

and adjustable, providing adequate legroom for adults. The rear seats, while more limited, could comfortably

accommodate children or short trips with a single adult passenger.

Technology and Connectivity

While the Saxo S was launched in the 1990s, it included a range of features that were considered modern at the

time. Standard equipment often included a CD player, manual climate control, and basic audio inputs. Higher �trim

models offered a power �steering system, electric windows, and an optional navigation unit. Though it lacks today’s

advanced infotainment systems, the Saxo S’s simplicity can be a refreshing change for drivers who prefer a more

straightforward driving experience.

Safety Features

Citroën equipped the Saxo S with standard safety features such as dual front airbags, anti �roll bars, and ABS

brakes. While it did not meet the stringent safety standards of modern vehicles, it performed adequately in crash

tests conducted during its era. For owners looking to upgrade safety, aftermarket options like upgraded airbags and

a rear �view camera can enhance the car’s protective capabilities.

Maintenance and Reliability

Common Issues and Repairs

Like many cars from the 1990s, the Saxo S can experience a few common mechanical concerns. The most

frequent issues involve the timing chain, which may require replacement after 80,000–100,000 miles. The engine’s

cooling system can also develop leaks, particularly in older models. Additionally, the car’s electrical system may

experience intermittent faults, such as the dashboard display or radio malfunctioning.

Parts Availability and Cost

One advantage of owning a Saxo S is the relative ease of sourcing replacement parts. The car’s popularity in

Europe has led to a robust aftermarket supply chain. Most parts, from engine components to body panels, are

readily available and reasonably priced. Routine maintenance, such as oil changes, brake pad replacements, and

tire rotations, can be performed at local service centers or even by DIY enthusiasts with basic tools.

Overall Reliability



Overall, the Citroën Saxo S is considered a reliable vehicle when properly maintained. Its simple mechanical layout,

coupled with the use of proven components, contributes to its longevity. Many owners report driving their Saxo S for

over 200,000 miles with minimal major repairs, provided they adhere to a regular maintenance schedule.

Comparisons with Competitors

Volkswagen Polo

The Polo has long been a benchmark for compact cars. While it offers a more refined interior and better build

quality, the Saxo S edges out in terms of agility and fuel efficiency. The Polo’s higher price point and more complex

electronics can be a deterrent for budget �conscious buyers.

Ford Fiesta

Ford’s Fiesta is known for its engaging driving dynamics, especially in its sportier trims. The Saxo S, however,

delivers a lighter feel and better handling in tight city streets. Both cars are competitive, but the Saxo S’s lower

running costs give it an edge for commuters.

Renault Clio

The Clio offers a more spacious interior and a smoother ride. Yet, the Saxo S’s compact size and sportier

suspension make it a better choice for those who prioritize maneuverability and a dynamic driving experience.

Ownership Experience: What to Expect

Daily Commute

With its low curb weight and efficient engines, the Saxo S is an excellent daily driver. Its small footprint makes

parking a breeze, while its fuel efficiency keeps running costs down. The car’s responsive steering and quick

acceleration make it a pleasure to drive in congested traffic.

Weekend Adventures

While not a sports car, the Saxo S can handle weekend getaways with ease. Its lightweight chassis and decent

power output allow it to keep up with moderate speeds on rural roads. The comfortable seats and decent storage

capacity make it suitable for short trips or light luggage.

Resale Value

Resale value for the Saxo S can vary based on condition, mileage, and market demand. In regions where compact

cars remain popular, a well �maintained Saxo S can fetch a respectable price. However, as newer models enter the

market, depreciation can accelerate.

Upgrades and Modifications

Performance Mods

Owners looking to enhance the Saxo S’s performance can explore options such as upgraded exhaust systems,

ECU remapping, or upgraded suspension components. These modifications can increase horsepower and improve

handling, though they may also impact fuel efficiency.

Styling Enhancements

Adding aftermarket body kits, alloy wheels, or a custom paint job can give the Saxo S a fresh look. Upgrading the

interior with premium seats, a new infotainment system, or improved lighting can enhance both aesthetics and



functionality.

Safety Improvements

Installing modern safety features like a rear �view camera, blind �spot monitoring, or upgraded airbags can bring the

Saxo S up to contemporary safety standards. These additions may increase the car’s appeal to safety �conscious

buyers.

Buying a Used Citroën Saxo S: Tips and Checklist

1.  Inspect the Vehicle History: Verify service records, accident reports, and ownership history.

2.  Check the Mechanical Condition: Look for signs of timing chain wear, cooling system leaks, and engine oil 

quality.

3.  Test Drive: Assess steering, braking, and suspension performance. Listen for unusual noises.

4.  Verify Documentation: Ensure registration, insurance, and inspection certificates are up to date.

5.  Budget for Upgrades: Consider the cost of potential repairs or upgrades, especially if the car has high 

mileage.

Conclusion

The Citroën Saxo S remains a testament to French automotive ingenuity. Its blend of sporty design, efficient

performance, and practical usability make it a compelling choice for drivers who value agility and economy.

Whether you’re a first �time car buyer, a city commuter, or a vintage car enthusiast, the Saxo S offers a unique

driving experience that still resonates in today’s market. With proper maintenance and thoughtful upgrades, this

compact classic can continue to deliver reliable, enjoyable driving for years to come.
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