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Unlocking the Secrets of the Clymer Honda CB750 Nighthawk: A Deep Dive 
into 1991 �1993, 1995 �1999 Models and the 2000 Penton Staff Repair Manual

For motorcycle enthusiasts, the Clymer Honda CB750 Nighthawk is a legendary machine that blends classic styling 

with modern reliability. Produced in two distinct production runs—1991 �1993 and 1995 �1999—this bike has captured 

the hearts of riders who appreciate its timeless design and robust performance. Whether you’re a seasoned 

mechanic or a hobbyist looking to breathe new life into a vintage ride, understanding the intricacies of these models 

and mastering the repair manual is essential. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the history, 

specifications, common maintenance challenges, and how to effectively use the Clymer Motorcycle Repair 

Manuals by Penton Staff 2000 Paperback to keep your Nighthawk running like new.

1. A Brief History of the Clymer Honda CB750 Nighthawk

1.1 The Origins of the CB750

Honda’s CB750, first introduced in 1972, revolutionized the motorcycle industry with its powerful 750cc four-

cylinder engine and modern engineering. Over the decades, the CB750 evolved through numerous updates, each

adding refinement and improved performance. By the early 1990s, Honda had refined the model into the

“Nighthawk” variant, a name that evoked a sense of power and adventure.

1.2 Production Runs: 1991 �1993 and 1995 �1999

The first production block of the Nighthawk ran from 1991 to 1993. These bikes featured the classic “Nighthawk”

livery, a blacked-out fairing, and a distinctive front fender. Production was briefly paused in 1994, only to resume in

1995 and continue through 1999. The later models incorporated subtle mechanical updates—such as improved

suspension geometry and updated instrumentation—while maintaining the same iconic aesthetic.

1.3 Why the Nighthawk Remains Popular Today

Collectors and riders alike value the Nighthawk for its blend of classic looks, solid engineering, and affordability.

The bike’s 750cc inline-four engine delivers a smooth powerband, while the chassis offers a comfortable riding

position. Because of its widespread popularity, a large aftermarket exists, and parts are relatively easy to source.

2. Key Specifications and Differences Between the Two Production Blocks

•  Engine: 744cc, four-cylinder, liquid-cooled, DOHC, 8 valves.

•  Power: ~70 hp at 9,500 rpm (approximate).

•  Torque: ~58 lb �ft at 7,500 rpm.

•  Transmission: 6 �speed manual.

•  Front Suspension: Telescopic fork (1991 �1993) vs. revised fork geometry (1995 �1999).

•  Brakes: 4 �wheel disc system; 1995 �1999 models feature upgraded calipers.



•  Instrumentation: Analog speedometer and tachometer; later models added a small digital readout.

•  Weight: 400–410 lbs (dry).

While the core mechanical architecture remains consistent, the 1995 �1999 models incorporate subtle improvements

that enhance ride quality and reduce maintenance headaches. Understanding these nuances is vital when

diagnosing problems or sourcing replacement parts.

3. Common Maintenance Challenges and How to Address Them

3.1 Engine Oil and Cooling System

The CB750’s liquid-cooled engine requires regular oil changes (every 3,000–5,000 miles). Using high-quality

synthetic oil can prolong engine life. The cooling system should be inspected annually for leaks, and the radiator

should be cleaned to prevent overheating.

3.2 Carburetor or Fuel Injection Issues

Older Nighthawks may still use carburetors, which can suffer from clogged jets or improper tuning. For fuel-injected

models, the ECU may experience sensor drift. The repair manual provides detailed cleaning and re �jetting

procedures.

3.3 Suspension Wear

Front forks and rear shocks can lose damping performance over time. Replacing fork seals and shock oil is

recommended every 10,000–15,000 miles. The manual’s suspension section offers step �by �step instructions for

disassembly, cleaning, and reassembly.

3.4 Braking System Maintenance

Brake pads should be inspected for wear, and rotors checked for warping. The manual includes torque

specifications for brake caliper bolts and guidance on bleeding the hydraulic system.

3.5 Electrical and Wiring Issues

Corrosion on the wiring harness and connectors can cause intermittent electrical faults. A systematic inspection, as

outlined in the manual, can pinpoint faulty wires or bad connections.

4. How to Use the 2000 Penton Staff Repair Manual

4.1 Locating the Manual

The Clymer Motorcycle Repair Manuals by Penton Staff 2000 Paperbackcan be purchased through online

retailers, specialty motorcycle bookstores, or used book dealers. When searching, use the exact title to avoid

confusion with other Honda manuals.

4.2 Navigating the Table of Contents

The manual’s table of contents is organized by major systems: engine, transmission, suspension, brakes, electrical,

and accessories. Each section contains detailed illustrations, part numbers, and step �by �step instructions.

4.3 Understanding Part Numbers and Sourcing Parts

Part numbers in the manual correspond to OEM and aftermarket components. Many parts can be sourced from

Honda dealerships, online part suppliers, or local motorcycle shops. The manual’s parts list includes alternative

suppliers for hard �to �find items.

4.4 Using the Service Intervals Chart



At the beginning of each system section, a service intervals chart outlines recommended maintenance schedules.

Following these intervals can prevent costly repairs and keep the Nighthawk running smoothly.

4.5 Troubleshooting Guides

Each system section ends with a troubleshooting guide that lists symptoms, causes, and corrective actions. This

section is invaluable for diagnosing obscure issues and reducing the time spent on trial �and �error repairs.

5. Step �by �Step: A Sample Repair – Replacing the Front Fork Oil

1.  Gather Tools and Parts: 10mm socket set, torque wrench, new fork oil, sealant, and a clean rag.

2.  Lift the Front End: Use a floor jack to raise the front of the bike and secure it with jack stands.

3.  Remove the Front Wheel: Disconnect the brake caliper and remove the wheel.

4.  Detach the Fork Legs: Remove the fork leg bolts and carefully slide the forks out of the frame.

5.  Drain the Old Oil: Place a drain pan under the fork and open the drain valve to empty the old oil.

6.  Clean the Fork: Use a brush and solvent to remove debris from the fork’s internal passages.

7.  Reinstall the Fork: Reassemble the fork with new sealant, ensuring no air pockets form.

8.  Refill with New Oil: Add the recommended amount of new fork oil as specified in the manual.

9.  Reinstall the Fork Legs: Slide the forks back into the frame and secure them with the original bolts.

10.  Reattach the Wheel and Brakes: Install the wheel, reconnect the brake caliper, and ensure proper brake 

function.

11.  Lower the Bike: Carefully lower the front end from the jack stands.

12.  Test Ride: Perform a short test ride to confirm proper suspension performance.

This example demonstrates how the manual’s clear diagrams and torque specifications streamline the repair

process, reducing the risk of errors.

6. Where to Find Parts and Resources for the Nighthawk

6.1 Authorized Honda Dealerships

Dealerships provide genuine OEM parts, ensuring compatibility and quality. They also offer professional service,

but the cost may be higher.

6.2 Online Retailers

•  RevZilla: Offers a wide range of motorcycle parts and accessories.

•  BikeBandit: Specializes in vintage and classic motorcycle components.

•  HondaParts.com: Direct source for OEM parts.

6.3 Local Motorcycle Shops

Many independent shops carry aftermarket parts and can perform repairs using the manual’s instructions. They

often provide personalized service and can source rare components.

6.4 Online Forums and Communities

Forums such as HondaForums.com and BikeForums.orghost active communities of Nighthawk owners. Members

share repair tips, parts recommendations, and custom modifications.

7. Customization Ideas for the 1991 �1993 and 1995 �1999 Nighthawk

7.1 Upgrading the Exhaust System

Installing a high-flow exhaust can improve performance and give the bike a more aggressive sound. Ensure the



new system matches the original mounting points to avoid clearance issues.

7.2 Modernizing the Instrumentation

Replacing the analog gauge cluster with a digital display can enhance readability and add features such as fuel

economy tracking.

7.3 Enhancing Comfort with Seat Mods

Custom seat covers or aftermarket seats can improve ergonomics, especially for long rides.

7.4 Suspension Upgrades

Upgrading to adjustable forks or a better rear shock can tailor the bike’s handling to your riding style.

7.5 Lighting and Visibility Enhancements

Adding LED headlamps or auxiliary lighting improves safety and gives the bike a modern look.

8. The Importance of Following the Manual for Longevity

While it may be tempting to skip certain steps or improvise, adhering to the manual’s guidelines ensures that each

component receives the correct torque, lubrication, and inspection. This disciplined approach reduces wear,

prevents costly failures, and preserves the bike’s resale value.

9. Frequently Asked Questions

9.1 Can I use the 2000 Penton Staff manual for all CB750 models?

The manual focuses on the Nighthawk variants, but many sections apply to other CB750 models. Always verify part

numbers and specifications before proceeding.

9.2 Are the 1991 �1993 and 1995 �1999 Nighthawks interchangeable in parts?

Most parts are interchangeable, but some components—especially suspension and brakes—have minor

differences. The manual’s parts list specifies which parts belong to each production block.

9.3 Where can I find a digital version of the manual?

Digital copies are available from eBook retailers, but the printed paperback remains the most reliable format for

mechanical work due to its high-resolution diagrams.

9.4 How often should I replace the oil filter?

Replace the oil filter with every oil change, typically every 3,000–5,000 miles.

9.5 What is the best type of oil for the Nighthawk?

A 10W �40 or 10W �50 fully synthetic oil provides excellent protection across a wide temperature range.

10. Conclusion

The Clymer Honda CB750 Nighthawk, whether from the 1991 �1993 or 1995 �1999 production runs, remains a

beloved classic for its blend of performance, style, and reliability. By understanding the subtle differences between

the two eras
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