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Concurrences at Allen & Overy: Navigating Collaboration, Decision-Making, 
and Legal Excellence

In the fast �moving world of global law, the term concurrence is often associated with the alignment of opinions, the 

agreement of multiple parties, or the simultaneous execution of legal strategies. For a powerhouse such as Allen & 

Overy, a firm that serves multinational corporations, sovereign states, and financial institutions across more than 60 

offices worldwide, concurrence is not merely a procedural formality—it is the backbone of effective collaboration, 

risk mitigation, and client success. This comprehensive guide explores how concurrences at Allen & Overy

shape the firm’s practice, influence landmark cases, and drive the future of legal services.

1. Understanding Concurrence in the Legal Context

1.1 Definition and Core Principles

In legal parlance, a concurrencerefers to the agreement or alignment of viewpoints among parties, whether they

are judges, lawyers, corporate boards, or regulatory bodies. The concept is rooted in the idea that a decision or

action gains legitimacy and strength when multiple stakeholders endorse it.

Key principles of legal concurrence include:

•  Consensus Building: Ensuring all relevant voices are heard and considered.

•  Transparency: Documenting the rationale behind the agreement.

•  Accountability: Assigning clear responsibilities for follow �through.

•  Risk Management: Mitigating potential conflicts or blind spots.

1.2 Types of Concurrence

Legal concurrence manifests in various forms, each tailored to the context of the decision at hand:

1.  Judicial Concurrence: When judges in a panel share a common reasoning, often expressed in a concurring 

opinion that supports the majority decision but offers distinct reasoning.

2.  Legislative Concurrence: The agreement among lawmakers or regulatory agencies on policy proposals or 

amendments.

3.  Corporate Concurrence: Alignment among a company’s board, senior management, and legal counsel 

before executing major transactions.

4.  Client Concurrence: When a client’s objectives and a law firm’s strategy are harmonized to achieve a shared 

goal.

1.3 Why Concurrence Matters

Concurrence ensures that:

•  Decisions are well �rounded and consider multiple perspectives.

•  Legal strategies are robust against scrutiny from courts, regulators, or stakeholders.

•  Clients receive consistent counsel that aligns with their business objectives.

•  Risk exposure is minimized through collective oversight.



2. Allen & Overy: A Global Legal Powerhouse

2.1 Firm History and Evolution

Founded in 1930, Allen & Overy (often abbreviated as A&O) has evolved from a modest London practice to a

global leader in financial services, corporate law, and dispute resolution. The firm’s growth has been driven by:

•  Strategic mergers and acquisitions.

•  Commitment to innovation and technology adoption.

•  Deep expertise in cross �border transactions and regulatory compliance.

2.2 Practice Areas and Expertise

A&O’s practice is organized into six core sectors:

1.  Banking & Finance

2.  Capital Markets

3.  Corporate & M&A

4.  Dispute Resolution

5.  Real Estate & Infrastructure

6.  Tax & Accounting

Each sector is supported by specialized teams that work collaboratively to deliver integrated solutions.

2.3 Global Presence and Reach

With offices in major financial centers—including London, New York, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Frankfurt—Allen

& Overy serves a diverse clientele spanning:

•  Multinational corporations

•  Financial institutions

•  Governments and public bodies

•  Non �profit organizations

The firm’s cross �jurisdictional capabilities make it uniquely positioned to manage complex international matters.

3. Concurrences Within Allen & Overy

3.1 Internal Concurrence Processes

At Allen & Overy, concurrence is embedded in the firm’s operational DNA. The internal process typically follows

these stages:

1.  Information Gathering: Lawyers collect facts, documents, and stakeholder insights.

2.  Analysis & Drafting: Drafting opinions, agreements, and strategies.

3.  Review & Feedback: Senior partners and cross �practice teams review drafts.

4.  Consensus Building: Discussions and negotiations to resolve differences.

5.  Finalization: Approved documents are executed and communicated to clients.

Each stage incorporates checkpoints to ensure that all relevant perspectives are considered before final decisions

are made.

3.2 Case Management and Collaboration

Allen & Overy’s Integrated Practice Modelencourages collaboration across practice groups. For example, a

cross �border M&A transaction may involve:



•  Corporate lawyers drafting the purchase agreement.

•  Capital markets specialists ensuring compliance with securities regulations.

•  Tax advisors structuring the deal to minimize tax liabilities.

•  Dispute resolution experts preparing for potential litigation.

By fostering a culture of concurrence, the firm ensures that each team’s expertise informs the final strategy.

3.3 Cross �Jurisdictional Cooperation

Legal work often spans multiple jurisdictions, each with distinct rules and expectations. Allen & Overy mitigates

jurisdictional risk by:

•  Coordinating between local counsel and the firm’s global network.

•  Maintaining a shared knowledge base that captures regulatory updates.

•  Facilitating real �time communication via secure collaboration platforms.

This approach guarantees that concurrence is maintained not only within the firm but also with external partners.

4. Notable Cases Involving Concurrences at Allen & Overy

4.1 Case A: The Global Banking Restructuring

In 2018, Allen & Overy represented a consortium of European banks in a restructuring of a €5 billion debt facility.

The case required concurrence among:

•  Banking regulators in the UK, Germany, and France.

•  Senior management of the banks.

•  External auditors and rating agencies.

•  Allen & Overy’s cross �practice team.

The firm’s ability to align these stakeholders led to a successful restructuring that preserved the banks’ credit

ratings and avoided market disruption.

4.2 Case B: The Multinational Merger of a Fortune 500 Company

Allen & Overy advised a Fortune 500 company on a $12 billion merger with an Asian competitor. Key concurrence

points included:

•  Regulatory approvals in the US, EU, and China.

•  Shareholder votes across multiple jurisdictions.

•  Integration planning between the two corporate cultures.

Through meticulous coordination, the firm secured all necessary approvals and facilitated a seamless integration,

earning recognition for its strategic foresight.

4.3 Case C: The High �Profile Intellectual Property Dispute

Representing a global technology firm, Allen & Overy managed a complex IP dispute involving patents spanning 20

countries. Concurrence was critical in aligning:

•  Patent attorneys across different jurisdictions.

•  Litigation teams in the United States and Europe.

•  Technical experts providing evidence.

•  Client executives making settlement decisions.

The firm’s coordinated approach culminated in a favorable settlement that preserved the client’s market position.



5. Managing Concurrence in M&A Deals at Allen & Overy

5.1 Due Diligence and Risk Assessment

Effective concurrence begins with thorough due diligence. Allen & Overy employs a structured approach that

includes:

1.  Financial audits to verify assets and liabilities.

2.  Legal risk assessments for regulatory compliance.

3.  Operational reviews to evaluate business synergies.

4.  Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) evaluations.

Each area is reviewed by specialists who provide independent opinions that feed into the overall risk profile.

5.2 Regulatory Approvals and Coordination

Large M&A transactions often trigger antitrust reviews, securities filings, and industry �specific approvals. Allen &

Overy’s concurrence model ensures:

•  Simultaneous filings across jurisdictions.

•  Alignment of legal arguments to avoid contradictory positions.
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