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Engineering economics is the backbone of every successful project, especially in Canada where resource 

management, regulatory compliance, and market volatility demand rigorous financial analysis. The Contemporary 

Engineering Economics: A Canadian Perspective Solution Manualprovides students and professionals with a

practical, step �by �step companion to the popular textbook. This article delves into the manual’s strengths, structure,

and how it can be leveraged to master engineering economics concepts, all while keeping Canadian industry

nuances in focus.

Why a Solution Manual Matters in Engineering Economics

Engineering economics courses often feature dense mathematical derivations and real �world case studies. While

the primary textbook offers theory and practice problems, students frequently need a clear, verified solution path to

validate their work. A solution manual bridges that gap by:

•  Confirming correct calculations and reasoning.

•  Providing detailed explanations for each step.

•  Highlighting common pitfalls and alternative approaches.

•  Offering a reference for exam preparation and project validation.

For Canadian engineering students and practitioners, the manual’s inclusion of region �specific data—such as

Canadian inflation rates, tax credits, and energy prices—adds a layer of relevance that generic solutions lack.

Structure of the Solution Manual

The manual mirrors the textbook’s chapter layout, ensuring seamless navigation. Each chapter is broken down into

sections that correspond directly to the textbook’s problem sets. Key structural elements include:

1.  Problem Statement – A concise restatement of the textbook problem.

2.  Assumptions & Data – Explicit listing of all assumptions and data points used.

3.  Step �by �Step Solution – A thorough walkthrough of calculations.

4.  Final Answer – Clearly stated results with units and precision.

5.  Discussion & Interpretation – Contextual analysis of the result, including sensitivity and risk considerations.

Each solution is annotated with Canadian context noteswhere applicable, such as referencing the Canada

Revenue Agency’s (CRA) tax rates or provincial energy tariffs.

Chapter Highlights & Key Topics Covered

Chapter 1: Foundations of Engineering Economics

Introduces time value of money, discount rates, and net present value (NPV). The solution manual provides

illustrative examples using Canadian municipal bonds to calculate NPV for a small hydroelectric project.

Chapter 2: Cost Estimation Techniques

Focuses on direct, indirect, and contingency costs. Solutions demonstrate how to apply the Cost Estimating and 



Analysis (CEA) model to a Canadian offshore wind farm, incorporating exchange rate fluctuations.

Chapter 3: Capital Budgeting Decisions

Explores payback period, internal rate of return (IRR), and profitability index. The manual walks through a case

study of a Canadian mining operation evaluating two drilling technologies.

Chapter 4: Project Scheduling & Cash Flow Analysis

Combines Earned Value Management (EVM) with cash flow projections. Solutions illustrate how to align project

milestones with Canadian fiscal calendars.

Chapter 5: Risk & Sensitivity Analysis

Highlights Monte Carlo simulations and scenario planning. The manual includes a step �by �step guide to performing

sensitivity analysis on a Canadian oil sands project, accounting for commodity price volatility.

Chapter 6: Life �Cycle Costing & Sustainability

Encapsulates total cost of ownership, including environmental compliance. Solutions demonstrate life �cycle costing

for a Canadian bridge project, factoring in maintenance schedules and regulatory fines.

Chapter 7: Capital Structure & Financing

Examines debt vs. equity financing, interest coverage, and tax shields. The manual offers a detailed solution to a

financing decision for a Canadian renewable energy startup, using CRA tax credit structures.

Chapter 8: International Projects & Currency Risk

Addresses foreign exchange hedging and cross �border tax implications. Solutions showcase a Canadian

engineering firm’s investment in a U.S. pipeline, incorporating currency risk mitigation strategies.

Chapter 9: Advanced Topics – Real Options & Decision Trees

Introduces real options analysis for strategic flexibility. The manual walks through a real options valuation of a

Canadian petrochemical plant’s expansion option, using a binomial tree approach.

How to Maximize Your Learning with the Manual

•  Study in Tandem: Read the textbook problem first, attempt it independently, then compare your solution with 

the manual’s step �by �step guide.

•  Highlight Key Assumptions: Pay close attention to the assumptions section; small changes can drastically 

alter results.

•  Recreate Calculations: Use the manual as a template to redo calculations manually or in Excel to reinforce 

learning.

•  Analyze Discussion Sections: These sections often contain insights on why a particular solution method is 

preferred, especially in Canadian contexts.

•  Use the FAQ: The manual’s FAQ addresses common misunderstandings, such as the difference between 

nominal and real discount rates.

Sample Problem Walkthrough

Let’s dive into a representative problem from Chapter 5, focusing on risk analysis for a Canadian solar farm.

Problem Statement

A Canadian solar farm developer is evaluating the NPV of a 50 MW plant. The project has an upfront capital cost of



CAD 100 million, expected annual revenue of CAD 8 million, operating costs of CAD 1.5 million, and a projected

lifespan of 25 years. The discount rate is 8%. What is the NPV, and how sensitive is it to a ±10% change in annual

revenue?

Assumptions & Data

•  Initial investment: CAD 100,000,000

•  Annual revenue: CAD 8,000,000

•  Annual operating cost: CAD 1,500,000

•  Project life: 25 years

•  Discount rate: 8% (real rate)

Step �by �Step Solution

1.  Calculate Net Cash Flow per Year: 8,000,000 – 1,500,000 = CAD 6,500,000.

2.  Determine Present Value of Annuity: Use the present value of an ordinary annuity formula:

    

    PV = C × [(1 – (1 + r)^–n) / r]

    

    Where C = 6,500,000, r = 0.08, n = 25.

3.  Compute PV:

    

    PV = 6,500,000 × [(1 – (1 + 0.08)^–25) / 0.08]

    

    PV "H 6,500,000 × 10.595 "H CAD 68,857,500.

4.  Subtract Initial Investment: NPV = 68,857,500 – 100,000,000 = –CAD 31,142,500.

5.  Sensitivity Analysis:

    

      Revenue !‘10% !’ Net CF = 7,150,000 !’ PV "H 75,844,500 !’ NPV "H –CAD 24,155,500.

6.  Revenue !“10% !’ Net CF = 5,850,000 !’ PV "H 61,970,250 !’ NPV "H –CAD 38,029,750.

Final Answer

The base-case NPV is –CAD 31.14 million, indicating the project is not financially viable at the given discount rate

and cash flows. A 10% increase in revenue improves the NPV to –CAD 24.16 million, while a 10% decrease

worsens it to –CAD 38.03 million.

Discussion & Interpretation

Given the negative NPV, the developer should explore strategies to reduce costs, secure subsidies, or negotiate a

lower discount rate. The sensitivity analysis demonstrates that revenue volatility significantly impacts project

viability, a common challenge in Canadian renewable energy projects where policy incentives can shift.

Canadian Perspective: Why Regional Data Matters

The solution manual’s Canadian lens is more than a regional flavor—it’s a necessity for accurate decision �making.

Here are key reasons:

•  Taxation: Canada’s federal and provincial tax rates differ, affecting after �tax cash flows.

•  Energy Prices: Canadian electricity tariffs and carbon pricing mechanisms influence operating costs.

•  Regulatory Environment: Environmental assessments, Indigenous consultation, and permitting timelines vary 

across provinces.

•  Economic Indicators: Inflation, GDP growth, and interest rates in Canada shape discount rates and capital 



availability.

•  Funding Programs: Government grants, tax credits, and low �interest loans are often region �specific.

By embedding these factors into solutions, the manual equips readers to perform realistic, policy �aware economic

analyses.

Using the Manual for Professional Development

Beyond academic use, the solution manual is invaluable for engineers seeking to:

•  Validate financial models in project proposals.

•  Prepare for professional certification exams (e.g., Professional Engineer, Project Management Professional).

•  Train junior staff on engineering economics best practices.

•  Develop customized financial dashboards for client presentations.

Each solution’s methodology can be adapted into spreadsheet templates, enabling rapid scenario analysis for

real �time decision support.

FAQs About the Solution Manual

1.  Is the manual available in digital format?

    Yes, it comes with a PDF version and an interactive e �book that allows highlighting and note �taking.

2.  Can I use the solutions for exam practice?

    Absolutely. The step �by �step explanations are ideal for self �testing and understanding exam patterns.

3.  What if I find an error in a solution?

    Contact the publisher’s support team; they provide updates and errata sheets.

4.  Does it cover recent Canadian policy changes?

    New editions incorporate updates on federal carbon pricing, renewable energy incentives, and tax reforms.

5.  Is there a companion workbook?

    Yes, the workbook includes practice problems with solutions, reinforcing concepts covered in the manual.

Tips for Mastering Engineering Economics with the Manual

1.  Start Early: Begin reviewing solutions before assignments are due to identify knowledge gaps.

2.  Practice with Real Data: Replace textbook numbers with current Canadian statistics for a deeper 

understanding.
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